MISSIO DEI

Missio Spez: The Sending of Hope

For the week of November 30, 2025.

What is one Christmas tradition from your childhood that you still think about every year?

Life

Growing up, what did “hope” feel like at Christmas time?
What does the Imago Dei teach us about the “end times?”

When you think of “light shining in the darkness,” is there a Christmas moment that
symbolizes that for you?

As an adult, has your sense of “hope” during Christmas changed?

Read Isaiah 9:2-7. What words or images stand out to you, and why?

Our scripture was given to an audience facing impending invasion from a much more
powerful neighbor (Assyria). While none of may be able to relate directly to the Israelites
circumstances, when in your life were you facing what felt like impending destruction?

Theology

To bring hope in a time of extreme hopelessness, God speaks through Isaiah and reveals
the truth about someone who is to come. What role does hope play in navigating
destruction? How important is a Christians ability to actively hope in the world?

Why do you think God chose to send a child instead of a warrior, king, or conquering
leader? How does that reshape your idea of what true power looks like?

The sermon says: “Hope does not begin with us searching for God... Hope begins with
God coming down to us.” Is that distinction important? Why or why not?

Joy is not the absence of trouble. Joy is the presence of God. Where have you
experienced joy in the middle of a difficult season?

In Practice

Our passage indicates that God is zealous to accomplish His mission of restoring His Image
(The Missio Dei). How might your spiritual life look different if you believed, deep down, that
God is more committed to your restoration than you are?
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